Application Questions from January 31, 2021 sermon “Just Do It”
1. Discuss how the WWJD (What Would Jesus Do?) campaign is helpful. Have you ever tried to go through an entire day asking yourself, “What Would Jesus Do?” In what ways is this emphasis not the whole picture?
2. How does obedience make the love of God perfect according to 2:5? Is it possible to love God without obeying Him? Is it possible to obey Him without loving Him? If so, what does this look like?
3. In what ways does walking as Jesus walked give us assurance that we truly know God? In what area of your life do you most need to change in order to walk as Jesus walked?
4. Discuss how John uses the phrases “old command” and “new command” in verses 7-8. How has Jesus given the old command new meaning (see John 13:34, 15:12-13; 1 John 3:16; 2 John 5)?
5. Describe ways that you have seen evidence of the true light that “is already shining”? (2:8). Include things that you’ve heard from others and things you’ve personally experienced. Try to be specific and then spend some time praising God for all the things you have seen and heard.
6. How does loving a fellow believer help us to not stumble according to verse 10? What does this look like in real life?
7. Read 2:9-11. Why are hypocrisy and hatred such indicators of darkness? In what ways does harboring hatred keep you in darkness and blind you to the truth? What current or past hatred is blinding you? How can you move from hate to love with that one individual that especially irritates you? Confess this and claim 1 John 1:9.
8. Ask your family to discuss these questions: “What’s the opposite of love?” “Is it hatred or is it apathy?” “How does ignoring someone or treating him or her as if they don’t matter amount to hatred?” Who do you need to do a better job of loving this week? How can this passage help you to do so?
9. In what area is God calling you to greater obedience? Share this with someone and ask them to hold you accountable.

