Application Questions from February 21, 2021 sermon “Living in Light of His Return”

1. What has God been teaching you through the sermons and your study of 1 John? Try to put it into one sentence.
2. How does the promise of Christ’s coming impact the way you live? The way you give? The way you serve? The amount of time you spend with your family?
3. If Christ were to come back right now would you be confident or ashamed (see 2:28)?
4. Read 2:29. How does doing what is “right” indicate that someone has been reborn? Is it possible to truly do what is right if you have not been born again? Read John 3:1-18 to hear what Jesus has to say.
5. Describe John’s mood in 1 John 3:1. Put this verse into your own words. What can you do to remember how much God loves you (see Romans 8:37-39)?
6. Think through why John loves to refer to believers as “children of God.” Why does he use this image so much? What is the special relationship between a child and a good father? How does an understanding of this relationship help your view of God? How does it change the way you view yourself?
7. Consider 3:2. What do believers have to look forward to? What do you think it means that we “shall be like him”? See Ephesians 4:24 and Philippians 3:21.
8. In what ways does the hope described in 3:3 motivate you to holy living? How can you more fully set your hope on Jesus? What do you need to purify yourself from?
9. What one truth from this passage do you sense that God wants you to put into practice? What’s your plan to do so? Do you need someone to hold you accountable? If you feel comfortable, share with a group of fellow Christ followers what you plan to do. Ask them to pray for you.
10. The next time you have dinner with your family ask this question, “What would you do differently right now if you knew for certain that Jesus was returning at 8:00 tonight?”
